into battle
three. Now I put all this aside. I put it on the shelf, from which
the historians, when they have time, will select their documents to
tell their stories. We have to think of the future and not of the
past. This also applies in a small way to our own affairs at home.
There are many who would hold an inquest in the House of Commons
on the conduct of the Governments—and of Parliaments, for they
are in it, too—during the years which led up to this catastrophe.
They seek to indict those who were responsible for the guidance
of our affairs. This also would be a foolish and pernicious process.
There are too many in it. Let each man search his conscience
and search his speeches. I frequently search mine.
Of this I am quite sure, that if we open a quarrel between the
past and the present, we shall find that we have lost the future.
Therefore, I cannot accept the drawing of any distinctions between
Members of the present Government. It was formed at a moment
of crisis in order to unite all the parties and all sections of opinion.
It has received the almost unanimous support of both Houses of
Parliament. Its Members are going to stand together, and, subject
to the authority of the House of Commons, we are going to govern
the country and fight the war. It is absolutely necessary at a
time like this that every Minister who tries each day to do his duty
shall be respected; and their subordinates must know that their
chiefs are not threatened men, men who are here to-day and gone
to-morrow, but that their directions must be punctually and
faithfully obeyed. Without this concentrated power we cannot
face what lies before usv I should not think it would be very
advantageous for the House to prolong this Debate this afternoon
tinder conditions of public stress. Many facts are not clear that
will be clear in a short time. We are to have a Secret Session on
Thursday, and I should think that would be a better opportunity
for the many earnest expressions of opinion which Members will
desire to make and for the House to discuss vital matters without
having everything read the next morning by our dangerous foes.
The disastrous military events which have happened during
the past fortnight have not come to me with any sense of surprise.
Indeed, I indicated a fortnight ago as clearly as I could to the House
that the worst possibilities were open; and I made it perfectly
clear then that whatever happened in France would make no
difference to the resolve of Britain and the British Empire to fight
on, " if necessary for years, if necessary alone." During the last
few days we have successfully brought off the great majority of the
troops we had on the lines of communication in France ; and seven-
eighths of the troops we have sent to France since the beginning of
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